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King County




Ron Sims

King County Executive
CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION

Mark Yango                                                                                                                        701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3210

Charter Review Coordinator                                                                                   
              Seattle, Washington 98104
February 24, 2007

Dear Commissioners,

As you may have witnessed during the public hearings, the issue of whether to elect or appoint various county positions has been a topic of great concern to many King County residents. Because of this, we feel this issue warrants further attention and deliberation, particularly since Initiative 25 (to elect the Elections Director) will most likely be on November’s ballot. This vote essentially undermines our charter review responsibilities.

Background

The Charter as written does not permit citizen initiatives to amend the charter. It was believed that because the State Constitution was protected from being amended by initiative, this was also true for the King County Charter. But as many of you know, the Washington State Supreme Court ruled in 2003 that I-18, to reduce the county council from 13 to 9 members, was legally valid. The Charter can now be amended by citizen initiative.

I-25 is currently in the final stages of approval for the November 2007 ballot. The initiative proposes to amend the Charter to elect a non-partisan Elections Director. The Director would be responsible for all elections functions in King County. The initiative would also create a separate department of elections, and election functions would no longer be supervised by the Executive Services Department. The changes would be scheduled for implementation by the 2008 election.
Our Approach
We can all agree that King County’s Election’s Office must be managed by top professionals who are experts at the difficult task of overseeing and managing our elections processes using fair and impartial best practices. Therefore, we feel it is important for the King County Council to present an alternative Charter amendment to the proposed Initiative 25: To maintain election functions under the management of the County Executive, and to set professional qualifications by Ordinance for those seeking this important position and the office. 

This would promote the democratic checks and balances necessary for professional oversight and management, rather than a separately elected independent office with a separate budget and politically appointed staff who would be involved in campaigning, fundraising, and politics in the office. 

We would like to hear your thoughts on this issue, and we will not recommend action unless we can achieve a consensus. 

We plan to use our next full commission meeting, on July 31, to deliberate on this issue in more detail. We have lined up three speakers who will be speaking on the issue of elected / appointed positions, including former state legislator and I-25 spokesman Toby Nixon, Charter Freeholder Dick Albrecht, and University of Washington Political Science Professor Mark Smith. If you have any questions, please let Mark Yango know and he will contact us. You will also receive a hard copy of this letter shortly.  

Sincerely,
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	Mike Lowry
	Lois North

	Co-Chair

	Co-Chair




Cc:  
Kurt Triplett, Chief of Staff, County Executive Office

Ross Baker, Chief of Staff, King County Council

Rebecha Cusack, Lead Analyst, Charter Review Commission

Mike Sinsky, Senior Deputy, King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
More information on I-25:

· Seattle PI: http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/320327_auditor19.html

· Seattle Weekly: http://www.seattleweekly.com/2007-07-11/news/initiative-25-has-the-county-s-democrats-lining-up-to-oppose-more-democracy.php

· I-25’s website: http://www.accountableelections.org/

· King County Democrats on I-25: http://www.kcdems.net/documents/justsayno.pdf

